Prestonville Community Association

Minutes of Committee meeting   May 17th 2010, 81, Stanford Road

Present

 Marek Kohn, John Lovatt, Di Langford, Martin Moore, Kevin Allen, Jannet King, 

 Cllr Juliet McCaffery,  Hedvig Murray

Apologies
Peter Golton, Cllr Kevin Allen

Minutes of last meeting

Agreed

Matters Arising

Greenway  Still on hold, waiting confirmation from Railtrack concerning safety issues.  It was suggested that the committee  might ask to see it anyway.  Were the developers originally aware of this problem?  JK to follow up.

Resiting of Fire Station   On hold.

Correspondence

Petition from Community Base, Queen’s Road.  The council have removed  permission to sell advertising space on their north wall and are also reviewing the discretionary rate relief which has previously been granted.  This loss of income will seriously affect income resulting in rent rises for charities and community groups.   

Terence the badger

The badger has been seen regularly.  There are still slow-worms on the undeveloped site but not as many as previously.  The environment was not on the agenda at the most recent inquiry.  JMc suggested contacting Jim Brazier and Sally Griffin of Ditchling Residents Association (Flora) who are having similar problems with local developers.  The Open Spaces Policy is vague and should be made firmer to prevent development.

Get Growing 

Hedvig  Murray, a resident of Lancaster Road, has presented a proposal to obtain funding to hold workshops and involve residents in resuscitating the planters.  This entails applying for a small grant (£850) from Grassroots funding.  This would cover publicity, (2,000 flyers/leaflets)  and venue hire for training workshops and HM could show a short film – The Power of the Community.  Estimated pool of 100 to 200 active participants – the aim is to empower people to make a difference.   

The planters might need replacing, possible without notice boards.  To be planted with perennial herbs and annuals.  The submission needs to go in soon – estimated turnaround three weeks.  Suggestion made to do a planter as a demonstration without funding, from money in the bank.
Agreed to finalise application and submit. Peter Woodhead to be approached as referee.

HM to approach B and Q.

 Prestonville Post 

The next issue to be deferred until we have something to tell people.  JL has printed the most recent issues – but about to retire his machine.   All-dancing-singing photocopier at the church still an option for simple newsletter.

Broken railings on Stanford Road 

MM has rung the council 4 or 5 times and others 2 or 3 times to report the wall and railings knocked down when a lorry backed into them some time ago.  The gap is right opposite the junior school.  The PCA do not want the gap closed with wire fencing, but matched to existing railings erected more recently.  There is a website called fixmystreet where necessary repairs can be pinpointed on a map.

Future street clean-ups 

The Stanford Road clear-up behind the railings had been well attended and very successful.  MM had been approached to organise something similar in Dyke Road Park but feels that residents should be encouraged to take the initiative themselves.  The cleanup there is endless as school children regularly scatter litter.  There are not enough benches for parents in the regenerated playground and no safety barrier around the swings.

Expenditure for 2010

£1,398.26 in bank on April 1st.  A summary for the grant application had been provided – 2008/09 figures now with accountant.
AOB

Japanese Knotweed The house at the corner of Hamilton Road and Old Shoreham Road again has this invasive plant growing through concrete at the front, despite treatment in the past.  Jenny Rowlands of council environment department to be alerted.
Future activities

A quiz was suggested – possibly autumn or winter.

Graffiti

The planted area opposite the bridge at the junction between Old Shoreham Road and New England Road has completely solved the problem of the unsightly graffiti on the house wall.

Bhasvic

MK had attended a meeting about proposed building plans.  Extra classrooms are required and will be sited on top of the 4 prefab classrooms they already have.  

History Centre

Consultations on a new history centre, called The Keep, near Falmer, are open until May 28th.

The meeting ended at 9.45pm

Next committee meeting 

September 7th, 81, Stanford Road.

.  

